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An Incredible Day with the Mystic Marine Life 
Aquarium             

During the month of October, Deep River ElementarySchool and the DRES 
PTO teamed up to provide an entire whole school learning experience in a 
single day in partnership with the Mystic Marine Life Aquarium. 

Educators from the aquarium arrived early at DRES the morning of October 
12 to begin setting up tanks and their instructional materials for the variety 
of workshops that were provided to our kindergartners and first graders.  
There were a variety of hands-on learning experiences with living organisms 
as students learned about penguins, marine life adaptations, plants and 
animals of Long Island Sound, and how coral reef communities work 
together.  Combined with additional interactive touch-tank experiences and 
end of the day assembly on sharks, our primary learners were excited to 
share all that they had learned.  Our students in grades 2 - 6 went to the 
aquarium itself and explored the variety of exhibits on the grounds.  
Students were extremely excited to see the variety of marine life and other 
animals on display and learn as much as they could.  We even met up with 
some of Region #4’s Valley Regional High School students who were also at 
the aquarium that day during the sea lion exhibition.  

What I am most proud of is how our students represented our school 
community as learners and individuals of character. As testament to this, a 
representative from the Mystic Aquarium took time to call our school after 
the day had ended to share the multiple compliments she had heard from 
presenters and staff both on site and who had visited our school. To quote 
her directly, “The feedback I consistently received today was how engaged 
and well-behaved the Deep River students were.  We hope your school will 
continue to work with us, we greatly enjoyed working with you.” 

Thank you to the DRES PTO and our greater parent community.  This 
opportunity would not have been possible without your fundraising efforts.  
This was a great day for our students and one they will not soon forget! 
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Upcoming Events 

• November 6th and 
November 7th : DRES PTO 
Book Fair (Family Night 
November 7th) 

• November 9th - Student 
Picture Retakes and Whole 
Class Photos 

• November 9th: DRES 
Veterans Day Assembly 
1:45 

• November 15th: DRES 
BOE Meeting - 7:00PM in 
the DRES Media Center 

• November 16th: DRES 
PTO Bingo Night - 6:00 
PM to 8:00 PM at John 
Winthrop Middle School 

• November 21st- 23rd: NO 
SCHOOL - Thanksgiving 
Break 

• November 30th - End of 
First Trimester

DEEP RIVER ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  

Mr. Christian J. Strickland | cstrickland@reg4.k12.ct.us | 860-526-5319
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     Veterans Day At DRES 

On November 9th DRES will be honoring our 
local veterans with our annual Veterans Day 
Assembly and activities. With assistance from our 
PTO, each student and staff  member will be 
planting an additional daffodil bulb around our 
front bus loop for our “Yellow Ribbon Flower 
Garden”.  We will also be holding our annual 
Veterans Day Assembly starting at 1:45. At this 
event we will celebrate this day with patriotic songs 
and sentiments that express our gratitude for our 
veterans.  Deep River veteran, Mr. Dick Nagot, will 
be announcing the winners of  this year’s “Veterans 
Day Essay and Drawing Contest”, too.  We 
continue to encourage families to complete one of  
our “Veterans Stars” located on our Virtual 
Backpack if  you would like to honor a family 
member or friend who is a veteran.  These stars are 
being displayed on the hallway bulletin boards 
outside our main office. With parent permission, 
these stars will be donated to the Deep River 
American Legion to be used in their contribution 
to the Annual Deep River Christmas Tree 
Competition. 

 

Parents: Please be sure to send in a note 
when your child is absent from school! Your 

child’s absence is considered unexcused 
until we receive a note with your signature. 
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DRES - From the Nurse’s 
Office: 

• P l e a s e h a v e c h i l d r e n d r e s s 
appropriately for the colder weather, 
they will still be going outdoors for 
recess.

• Flu season is near, please keep children 
home when sick to prevent spread of 
illness.

• If you want your child to have cough 
drops for school, please bring them in 
labeled and they will be kept in the 
health office.

Examples of when to keep children home 
include:
*Vomiting
*Diarrhea
*Fever
*Strep throat
*Pinkeye (eye redness, irritation, swelling, 
drainage)
*Severe cough
*If child appears run down 

• Children cannot return back to school 
for at least 24 hours after symptoms 
have resolved 

• Please remember to report all absences 
by email or phone to the school nurse 
(aortola@reg4.k12.ct.us / 860-526-5310)

Deep River Elementary School’s PTO  

 

Guest MC - Principal Strickland 

Friday, November 16, 2018 

John Winthrop Middle School 

6:00pm - 8:00pm  

Doors Open at 5:30pm 

Bingo Games with Fantastic Prizes Start at 6pm  

Raffle Winners Start Being Called at 6:15pm 

Silent Auctions End at 7:30pm-Credit Cards will be accepted for auction items only.  

 

Bingo Cards  Raffle Tickets  Silent AuctionsBingo Cards  Raffle Tickets  Silent Auctions  

Available for PurchaseAvailable for Purchase  
Refreshments   Pizza   Baked GoodsRefreshments   Pizza   Baked Goods  

This fundraiser directly supports Deep River Elementary School’sThis fundraiser directly supports Deep River Elementary School’s  
programs and students.programs and students.  
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Critical and Creative Problem Solving in Math 
One major Region 4 learning initiative is the development of  students’ critical thinking and creative problem solving 
skills.  We refer to this area of growth as “CCPS.”  You may hear your child or DRES teachers talking about strategies and 
skills related to this focus as we continue to embed this way of thinking into daily instruction.  In order to develop what 
are often referred to as  “21st Century Learning Skills” in our students, we are teaching our students to:

• Use a logical process to identify important  information needed to solve a problem.
• Identify multiple, creative, potential strategies or solutions to solve a problem.
• Apply criteria or decision making to narrow the potential strategies/solutions to an effective one.
• Reflect critically on the problem solving process and identify opportunities for improvement.

What does this learning look like in math?  Here are a few examples.  Students will:
• Persevere through difficult tasks and not immediately seek help.
• Talk about their thinking with partners or in a small group.
• Write about their strategies.
• Justify their solutions through written or verbal explanations.
• Recognize that there may be more than one way to solve a problem.
• Read problems and develop a plan of action using pictures, models or words.
• Collaborate with other students.

You can support these efforts at home during math homework time or any independent learning activity.  Try to:
• Let your child struggle a bit while offering encouragement.
• Ask, “Is there another way you could solve that?”
• Suggest a sentence starter if your child is seeking help with a written explanation.
• Encourage talking about problem solving.

◦ “What do you know? What do you need to find out?”
◦ “Do you have a plan?”
◦ “That seems like a great strategy.  Can you explain it to me?”
◦ “Which way is most efficient?”
◦ “Don’t give up.  Try again in a minute. See if you can look at it differently.”
◦ “When I am stumped, I usually….”

Working together, we can support our children as they grow into young adults who think independently, persevere through 
tough problems, communicate effectively, reflect upon their thinking and are prepared to be citizens of this globalized, 
modern world.  

-Jill Shakun, DRES Math Coach
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Music Creativity-How Did They Think of That? 
 If you’ve ever been listening to a song thinking, “I know I know that, but...that’s not the one I know”, you 

aren’t alone. Many artists take the work of musicians they admire and create a cover or new arrangement. Those most 
 masterfully creative manage to transform the work into a unique and wonderful musical experience often opening the eyes 
of a new generation to a music legacy linked to the past. And so the cycle continues. So how do these masters do it? They 
use Critical and Creative Problem Solving skills. The problem? How does one take a song, use the elements of music such 
as instrumentation, dynamics, pitch, rhythm, mood and style to name a few and create a new piece of music unique and 
authentic to themselves without sacrificing the authenticity of the original. This year, the students in sixth grade have been 
given this problem to solve.  

The year opened with the study of a familiar five note song, Beethoven’s Ode to Joy. The students had the 
opportunity to use solfege in small groups and sing the two chords which accompany the song. They were encouraged to 
singing using various rhythms and explore options which would change the mood. May students found this freedom a bit 
frightening, as there is no “right” answer, it is all about the creative process, asking oneself “how many different solutions 
can I find?” The next step was to use boomwhackers to play three alternate accompanying parts offering another option to 
consider. Finally the students could choose to learn the melody on either xylophone or recorders (a reminder of third 
grade).It was fun to see how many students jumped at the chance to go back and try recorder again even though some of 
the fingerings were a brand new challenge.  

 Putting Beethoven on the shelf, we went on to some listening lessons as students listened and analyzed 
some original songs and their more modern arrangements. Some memorable discussions came about while listening to 
Prince’s “Nothing Compares to You” originally recorded by Sinead O’Connor and more recently arranged by Chris 
Cornell, Simon and Garfunkel’s “Sound of Silence” and Disturbed’s metal inspired arrangement as well as Creedence 
Clearwater Revival’s “Proud Mary” versus Tina Turner’s popular R&B take on the tune. The students discussed various 
ways in which the songs were different and similar and how each of the artists were able to put their unique and creative 
stamp on their work.  

So what next? Back to Beethoven.The problem to solve: How can you change Ode to Joy to make it a new 
and authentic arrangement? I am looking forward to the students’ various solutions and the discussions that will follow to 
further explain the process they took to get there. 

Peg Caffrey 
General/Vocal Music K-6 

DRES Newsletter November 2018 �4



Newsletter for Deep River Elementary School - Regional School District 4 November 1, 2018

DRES Newsletter November 2018 �5

Deep River Elementary School’s PTO  

 

Guest MC - Principal Strickland 

Friday, November 16, 2018 

John Winthrop Middle School 

6:00pm - 8:00pm  

Doors Open at 5:30pm 

Bingo Games with Fantastic Prizes Start at 6pm  

Raffle Winners Start Being Called at 6:15pm 

Silent Auctions End at 7:30pm-Credit Cards will be accepted for auction items only.  

 

Bingo Cards  Raffle Tickets  Silent AuctionsBingo Cards  Raffle Tickets  Silent Auctions  

Available for PurchaseAvailable for Purchase  
Refreshments   Pizza   Baked GoodsRefreshments   Pizza   Baked Goods  

This fundraiser directly supports Deep River Elementary School’sThis fundraiser directly supports Deep River Elementary School’s  
programs and students.programs and students.  
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Media Minute 

Karen Macaione 

Media Specialist 

 

Watch a Book Trailer or Listen to a Book Review 

Students have another way to preview a book they may be interested in reading. For 

some books, they can scan a QR code with an app on the  i-pad.  When they do so, a 

book trailer or a review for that specific book or series will play. The QR codes were 

created by some of our sixth graders.  

 

 

 Demonstrating Habit of Minds:  Creating,  

 imagining, and innovating and Thinking Flexibly 

 “It started / with one mistake”: a drawing of a girl’s head has 

mismatched eyes. “But the glasses — they were a good idea”: the eyes 

are now masked by glasses. The pattern of mistakes followed by 

cover-ups continues, becoming a study in how wrong turns can be 

righted. The ink, colored pencil, and watercolor illustrations, featuring 

fine lines and amorphous black blobs, are captivating. 

From the Fall 2017 issue of The Horn Book Guide . 

 

       Text then Tech 
Primary students have been busy listening  to many different seasonal stories. 
Kindergarten and first graders collaborated to create their own monsters using the 
drawing pad app.  Second graders thought of autumn alliterations.  They also used the 
drawing pad app to illustrate their alliteration. 
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DRES PTO Meeting Minutes
October 1, 2018- Deep River Elementary School Media Center

Attendees: Mr. Strickland, Katie Bauer, Angela Tressel, Angela Hruska, Miriam Morrissey, Carla Woitovich, 

Krista Farrell, Annie Lewis, Jen Phillips, Karyn David, Keri Maclean and Marissa Palumbo.

The meeting opened at 6:30 pm.

The following topics were discussed:

Secretary Report- Katie Bauer

A motion was made to accept the minutes from the last meeting on September 11, 2018. The motions was 

seconded and passed unanimously.

Principal’s Report- Mr. Strickland

The STEM day presentation has been selected.

 There are two new school-wide  presentations that have been selected: November 8th and January 30th.

Halloween Parade- The parade will take place on school grounds this year. 

Mystic Aquarium- October 12th. Grades 2-6 will journey to Mystic Aquarium and grades K-1 will experience the 

aquarium in their classrooms.

Parent/Teacher Conferences: October 18th and 19th

Treasurer’s Report- Miriam Morrissey

Savings- $11,967.19

Checking- $8,376.59

Park and Rec- Miriam Morrissey

Trunk or Treat- October 27th from 3-5 at Devitt Field

Musical- Tut Tut  Registration is now open for 5th and 6th graders. Performances will be February 2-3 2019.

Holiday Light Parade- Dec 8- Registration forms available online

PTO Committees:

Baking Committee- first event coming up- Trunk or Treat, followed by Book Fairs.

Recycling- Possibly looking into a new company that will accept recyclables (print cartridges) from the school.
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Meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm.

The Chester, Deep River, Essex, Region #4, and Supervision District Boards of Education are equal 
opportunity/affirmative action employers.  The Chester, Deep River, Essex, Region #4, and 

Supervision District Boards of Education do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, 
marital status, national/ethnic origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, or disability in their programs, 

activities, and employment practices.  Questions or complaints related to Title IX should be directed 
to Kristina Martineau, Assistant Superintendent, 1 Winthrop Road, Deep River, CT 06417 or by 

phone at 860-526-2417; questions or complaints related to disabilities, should be directed to Sarah 
Smalley, Director of Pupil Services, 1 Winthrop Road, Deep River, CT 06417 or by phone at 

860-526-2417.
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