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The Importance of the DRES PTO 
A successful school is dependent on the collaborative and supportive 
relationship that it has with its Parent Teacher Organization.  At 
Deep River Elementary, we are incredibly fortunate to work with 
President Angela Tressel and the entire DRES PTO to provide 
additional opportunities for our students here at DRES. Here are just 
a few of  the highlights from this year alone! 

Whole School Learning Experiences: Earlier this year, our entire 
school was able to partner with the DRES PTO to fund a whole 
school learning experience with the Mystic Marine Life Aquarium. 
All of  our students were able to participate at NO COST due to 
fundraising done by our PTO. 

Additional School Assemblies:  Throughout the school year, our 
students are able to participate in a wide variety of  school assemblies 
that both support and expand the learning that is taking place in our 
classrooms.  This year already we have had presentations on 
"Benjamin Franklin”, “Forces and Motion”, and “The Spirit to 
Overcome”. 

Classroom Supplies Support Program:  The DRES PTO is 
assisting our classroom teachers in providing funding to help 
purchase necessary classroom supplies to support our students in the 
classroom throughout the school year.. 

Reading at Home Program:  This year, the The DRES PTO has 
begun a new program working with the school to assist families by 
providing support to purchase on-grade level reading books to 
encourage reading at home. 

Three-Dimensional Printers:  This year, the DRES PTO will be 
partnering with a generous donation from the The Gray Family 
Foundation to purchase two Three-Dimensional Printers for Deep 
River Elementary!  We are very excited to get these tools in our 
students’ hands and see what they can create! 

As the positive impact of  our DRES PTO continues to grow, we 
hope that additional parents will join us to assist in our fundraising 
efforts. Please join us at this March’s PTO meeting on Monday, 
March 4 at 6:30 in our school’s library to see how you can help out! 
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Upcoming Events 

• March 1st - DRES Science Fair & 
Invention Convention School 
Showcase and Judging:  All Day 
Event 

• March 1st - Read Across America 
Day 

• March 4th  - DRES PTO Meeting -  
7:00PM in the DRES Media 
Center 

• March 7th - Early Dismissal at 
1:00 PM - Teacher Professional 
Development 

• March 8th - No School For 
Students - Teacher Professional 
Development Day 

• March 21st - DRES BOE Meeting - 
7:00 PM in the DRES Media 
Center 

• March 21st and March 22nd - Early 
Dismissal at 1:00 - Parent Teacher 
Conferences 

• March 25th - DRES Day of the 
Arts 

• March 26 - 27th - DRES PTO 
Book Fair (3/27/19- Family Night 
6-8) 

• March 28th  - Kindergarten 
Welcome Night - 6:30 PM in the 
DRES Gymnasium 

DEEP RIVER ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL NEWSLETTER  

Mr. Christian J. Strickland | cstrickland@reg4.k12.ct.us | 860-526-5319



Newsletter for Deep River Elementary School - Regional School District 4 March 1, 2019

The Science NGSS Assessment 
& the Smarter Balanced 

Assessment 
Students in grades 3-6 will  be taking the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment in May.  This assessment is 
computer-based and will assess students in the areas of 
mathematics and language arts & literacy.  Both areas 
will be assessed through multiple choice and open-ended 
responses as well as a Performance Task in these two 
content areas.  

Please know that these tests will be spread out over a 
two-week period for your child and will not be given in a 
single sitting.  Grades 3 through 6 will begin their testing 
the week of May 7th.  Student testing can be paused if 
necessary to allow for breaks or to resume the testing at 
another time.  

To help your child in preparation for this, classroom 
teachers have already begun working with them on using 
the training and practice websites provided by Smarter 
Balance.  This is being done so that they are familiar 
with the formatting and tools they will see when taking 
this test on the computer.  In addition, your child’s 
classroom teacher has been working all year at aligning 
his or her lessons with the Common Core State 
Standards and planning their instruction in a targeted 
manner to help make all students successful.  

On Wednesday, May 22nd  our Grade 5 students will be 
taking the Next Generation Science Standards Test. This 
assessment is given in two sittings and will address 
scientific units of study and inquiry that our fifth graders 
have focused on. Our teachers and students have been 
working hard this year to become strong scientific 
thinkers.  

While we take a close look at how our students do on 
these assessments, we also realize that it is just one part 
of your child’s overall academic performance.  If your 
child is taking these assessments, we ask that you 
encourage them to focus and try their best.  Getting a 
good night’s sleep and eating appropriately will also be 
of benefit to them. Finally though, remind them that we 
all believe in them and if they give their best effort we 
will continue to be proud of them. 
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KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION: 

STUDENTS WANTED 
While I know it is only March and we are still very much 
focused on our efforts and progress this year,  we are also 
looking ahead to  who will  be  joining our  kindergarten 
classrooms and DRES school community next year. With 
that being said we are often aware of the students who 
are looking to join us in the fall, but we also need your 
help  in  talking  to  community  members,  family  and 
friends about Kindergarten Registration.  

Our Kindergarten Welcome Night is scheduled for 
March 28th at 6:30.  This event provides parents of an 
incoming kindergarten student the opportunity to learn 
more  about  the  Deep  River  Elementary  kindergarten 
program. We encourage any and all parents who have a 
child  starting  kindergarten  in  the  fall  to  attend  this 
event.

We  hope  that  you  will  help  us  get  the  word  out  to 
families about kindergarten registration.  If you know of 
a family who is thinking about starting their child in the 
fall or needs a registration packet, please encourage them 
to call  our front office at 860-526-5319 and ask for Mr. 
Strickland or Mrs. Zupan.  We will be more than happy 
to help out!

 SCIENCE FAIR AND INVENTION 
CONVENTION WINNERS!

Great  job  to  ALL  of  our  Science  Fair  and 
Invention  Convention  participants.   The  Judges 
recognized the following students in each category: 

Kindergarten: Kallen Whaley, Miles Lewis, and Ivy Bauer

Grades  1  -  2:Tyler  Bianco,  Henry  Tressel,  and  Hutch 
Guzallis

Grades 3 - 4:  Jonah Morrissey, Scout Kornacki, William 
Tressel, and Caterina Wilson

Grades  5  -  6:  Regan  Grow,  Corallina  Giuliano,  Holly 
Board

Invention  Convention  :  Kenny  Batt,  Maddie  Riebold, 
and Addie Guzallis
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100 DAYS OF MATHEMATICAL LEARNING!
Just a few weeks ago, we recognized the 100th day of school.   By the time this newsletter is posted, we will be close to 

the end of the second trimester!  It is truly amazing how much our students have learned every week since school opened on 
August 30th.  Here are some examples of what our students have been studying in math this year as we reflect upon how far we 
have come over these last 100+ days!

Grade K--Counting to 100 by 10s and 1s, early addition and subtraction, sorting and identifying geometric shapes and building 
number lines.

Grade 1--Adding and subtracting into the teen numbers, fact families (combinations of 3 numbers to create addition and 
subtraction equations), counting by 5s and 10s to 100, writing basic equations to represent story problems, using a number line to 
add and subtract, and beginning to sort shapes by attributes.

Grade 2--Addition fact strategies to 20, understanding place value to the hundredths place, using the number line to add and 
subtract multi-digit numbers, making and reading graphs, and measuring with inches, feet and yards.

Grade 3--Subtraction fact strategies to 20, two and three digit addition with story problems, telling time on digital and analog 
clocks, multiplying with arrays, ratio tables and number lines, learning the algorithm for addition and subtraction, and exploring 
measurement with volume and mass.

Grade 4--Prime and composite numbers, multiplication with arrays and models, early division strategies, equivalent fractions, 
introduction to decimals, measuring volume and mass, and finding area of rectangles.

Grade 5--Factors and multiples, the relationship between multiplication and division, moving from models/arrays to partial 
products to the algorithm for multiplication, adding and subtracting fractions and decimals, and introduction to multiplication of 
fractions.

Grade 6--Ratios, unit rates, percents and the use of ratio tables, finding the area of parallelograms, triangles and nets, 
multiplication and division of fractions, and finding volume with shapes that have fractional dimensions.

!    !  !  

As part of the 100th Day celebration, our first grade students brought in one hundred objects each to count and share.

Mrs. Shakun
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Media Minute 

Karen Macaione 
Media Specialist 
Critical Thinking in the Library 

looks like... 

 

 
Second graders solving puzzles and figuring 
out how that information will help them to 
open a variety of locks. 

 
Fifth graders also worked on puzzles to 
open locks.  They did a digital breakout edu . 
 

 

Third graders working together trying to 
distinguish which object is the “fake”.  The 
students’ object was to get their information 
accurately and efficiently. They drew from 
their background knowledge and used their 
searching skills. In order for the students to 
be successful, they needed to regroup and 
persevere.  

Habits of Mind-Creating, Imagining, 

Innovating 

 
The teasing questions challenge the young 
rabbit, who demonstrates that a box can 
serve as a pirate-ship crow's nest, a hot-air 
balloon basket and a rocket. Portis reminds 
everyone (especially her adult audience) 
that creativity doesn't require complicated 
set-ups. (review from Publishers Weekly) 
 
What kindergarteners thought they could 

make with a box . 
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FROM THE  DRES PTO 
DRES PTO Meeting Minutes

February 4, 2019

Attendees: Mr. Strickland, Katie Bauer, Angela Tressel, Miriam Morrissey, Cari Kruzel-Boxwel, Carla 
Woitovich, Karyn David, Keri MacLean, Annie Lewis and Heidi Degree

The meeting opened at 6:30 p.m.
The following topics were discussed:

Secretary Report
Minutes were reviewed from the previous PTO meeting on January 7, 2019. A motion was made to accept the 
minutes, the  motion was seconded and it passed unanimously.

Principal’s Report- Mr. Strickland
Mr. Strickland reported that the school received two grants:
Grant 1 would involve grades K-6 participation in creating a Rain Garden which integrates into the Next 
Generation Science Standards.
Grant 2 would involve grades K-3 and will consist of field trips at each grade level with a focus on plant and 
animal adaptations. The PTO will pay for the transportation of each field trip.

February 15th- half day
February 18th Presidents Day- no school
February 19th-20th - Snowflake Days- no school
February 25th- Scarlett Lewis: Choose Love Movement at JWMS
March 28th- Kindergarten Orientation

Board of Education
Budget Workshop-cancelled
February 19th- next meeting

Vice President’s Report
The Community Investment Program at Essex Savings Bank voting will take place for the month of February. 
There will be a flyer detailing the Community Investment Program in the email blast, once a week for the 
duration of the month.

Treasurer
Checking: $11,855.67
Savings: $11,971.89

Corresponding Secretary
Cari expressed that she is stepping down from the position
She will no longer be the chair of Bingo or Winter Wonderland
Committees
Baking Committee- next event will the Someone Special Dance
Book Fair- March
Box Tops- New campaign- with a prize for Spare Time Bowling birthday party
Day of the Arts- March 25th

Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
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The Chester, Deep River, Essex, Region #4, and Supervision District Boards of Education are equal opportunity/affirmative 
action employers.  The Chester, Deep River, Essex, Region #4, and Supervision District Boards of Education do not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, marital status, national/ethnic origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, or 

disability in their programs, activities, and employment practices.  Questions or complaints related to Title IX should be 
directed to Kristina Martineau, Assistant Superintendent, 1 Winthrop Road, Deep River, CT 06417 or by phone at 

860-526-2417; questions or complaints related to disabilities, should be directed to Sarah Smalley, Director of Pupil 
Services, 1 Winthrop Road, Deep River, CT 06417 or by phone at 860-526-2417.
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