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                          Productive Struggle 
 As we have shared, Region #4 has been working on the 
Strategic Plan for our schools, and in that work we have placed an 
emphasis on helping our students to become critical and creative 
problem solvers. As we look to further build new learning opportunities 
that help to foster these skills, we know that it is important for our 
students to experience a “productive struggle.” What exactly does that 
mean? 
 When designing lessons and creating learning tasks, we hope to 
not only provide our students with opportunities to learn new concepts 
and fundamental skills, but to encourage a willingness to take risks, 
persevere, attempt multiple strategies, and learn from initial mistakes to 
eventually become successful. Renaissance.com defines “productive 
struggle” as developing strong habits of mind, such as perseverance and 
thinking flexibly, instead of simply seeking the correct solution. Not 
knowing how to solve a problem at the outset should be expected. The 
key is working through a problem, encouraging students to think outside 
the box, and not letting them get discouraged if their initial strategies 
don’t work. 
 As teachers and parents, it is important to not only emphasize 
working towards a correct answer, but to recognize that the thinking 
and the effort that go along with the problem solving process are also 
vital to developing critical thinking skills.  
So, what does that mean for you as a parent? 

•  Yes, arriving at a correct solution is the goal but mistakes are okay 
along the way. In fact, a Stanford educator named Jo Boaler encourages 
teachers to tell students that in class mistakes are to be “expected, 
inspected, and respected.” 

•  Encourage your child to explain his or her thinking when work is 
shared with you.   

•While we recognize and are grateful for efforts to help your 
child...resist the urge to jump in with the answer or to fix something for 
them right away.  Ask questions that point your student in the right 
direction, but foster a sense of independence in planning the next step. 
Say things like: 
“I know this might be tough, but…” 
“Effort matters…” 
“You can do it.”  
“If at first you don't succeed, try again.” 
“Look at what you have done and that will help steer you in the right 
direction.” 
 Not every lesson or task will be designed in such a way to 
establish a “productive struggle,” but we also know that students thrive 
when given these learning opportunities.  In helping to build our 
students’ confidence and to strengthen their abilities to not only find the 
correct answer, but to improve their independent effort, is important in 
developing critical and creative problem solvers. 
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Upcoming Events 

• January 8th - DRES  
PTO Meeting : 7:00 PM 
in the DRES Library 

• January 12th - Science 
Fair “Intent to 
Investigate” Form Due 

• January 12th :  Early 
Dismissal (1:00 PM) for 
Teacher Professional 
Development 

• January 15th: NO 
SCHOOL - Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr’s 
Birthday 

• January 18th: "Sk8 4 
Life” Assembly 
sponsored by the DRES 
PTO  

• January 24th - Harlem 
Wizards Game at VRHS 

• January 25th:  DRES 
Winter Choral Concert - 
7:00 PM in the DRES 
Gymnasium 
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THE 2018 DRES SCIENCE FAIR

The Annual DRES Science Fair is getting underway.  This 
has continued to be an exciting and successful event. Like 
last year, our Science Fair will also run in connection with the 
Grade 5 - 6 Invention Convention.  Both activities are sure to 
put on an amazing showcase for all our young scientists and 
volunteers.

Materials for the science fair were sent home on Friday, 
December 15th.  The materials are banded to be grade level 
specific, so we ask that parents read them over carefully with 
their child.  For students in grades 5 & 6, Invention 
Convention materials have also been sent home. While 
students may opt to do both we ask that parents have an 
active discussion with their child before making this choice 
based on personal schedules.  Each packet of information 
will have an “Intent to Investigate” permission slip attached 
to it. If your child elects to participate, the form must be 
brought back to your child’s teacher by January 20th.

While participation in either of these events is optional, we 
are once again hoping to see a large number of participants.  
To support our young scientists we are offering one 
consultation during the month of February. This will take 
place on February 9th after school in the DRES library.  
During this time, members of the DRES Science Vertical 
Team will be available to offer advice and suggestions on 
science fair experiments.  This session is completely 
optional and attendance is not required for participation.  
Students participating in the Invention Convention will have 
a support session offered during the school day by Mr. 
Meyer and Mrs. Cody.

On March 2nd, our evening showcase will be held during 
which students will bring in their finished work for display at 
DRES.  Parents and family members will be able to come in 
and view all of the entries into the Science Fair and 
Invention Convention.  The students’ experiments will 
continue to be on display on March 2nd when all DRES 
students will be provided the opportunity to come in and 
view the displays.  Also at this time our two panels of judges 
will come in to evaluate the students’ work in both events.  
All students who participate will receive a certificate of 
recognition.
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THE DRES STEM Day 

On December 20th DRES hosted our 
annua l STEM Day and i t was 
outstanding!  Multiple community 
members who work in the fields of 
science, technology, engineering and 
math came to the school and presented 
various workshops with all of our 
students.  The day concluded with an 
outstanding presentation on the Magic 
of Science.  DRES would like to thank 
all of our volunteers who came and 
helped make this such an incredible 
day for our students.  Also, we would 
like to thank our DRES PTO for their 
help in organizing and supporting this 
event.  With the success of this day you 
can be sure to see it again next year!

HELP WANTED!  SCIENCE 
FAIR  AND INVENTION 
CONVENTION JUDGES 

NEEDED! 
Are you, or someone you know, involved in a 
science or engineering field? Would you be 
willing to volunteer to be on our judging panels 
of our Science Fair and Invention 
Convention the morning of March 2nd? If so 
please contact our front office so that you can 
be added to the list. We are looking to build two 
panels to judge each event with adults in our 
community who work in these fields. Please 
consider being a part of this great event at 
DRES! 
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From the Math Coach…
 As teachers and parents we sometimes try to help our students with math work by setting up a step-by-step plan 

to solve a specific problem or even providing them with an answer.  This may happen because we are short on time or feel 

badly seeing our child become discouraged.  It is so important to remember that the long-term goal is for our children to 

become thinkers and problem solvers and capable adults who enter society with the skills necessary to work through 

problems independently.  As teachers and parents, we can help our children develop growth mindsets and learn from their 

mistakes so they can feel more confident facing math challenges independently.  This is sometimes easier said than done! 

The next time your children asks for help on a math problem, talk through the strategies they have tried and perhaps point 

out key information, but don’t be afraid to let your children continue to work it through on their own.   

 Jo Boaler is an educator from Stanford University who has done a great deal of research and teaching to address 

the issues above.  Her website youcubed.org is an amazing resource for information regarding the teaching and learning 

of mathematics.  Here are a few interesting points Boaler shares on the website:

 • Many people incorrectly believe that being good at mathematics means being fast at mathematics. This is not true 

and we need to dissociate mathematics from speed. When we only value fast computation, we encourage a 

subset of learners who compute quickly and discourage many others, including deep slow thinkers who are very 

important to mathematics. Students need to think deeply, connect methods, reason, and justify.  

 • The term “growth mindset” comes from the work of Carol Dweck. Some people believe that their intelligence is 

more or less fixed and that in math – you can do math or you can’t. 

 • Students with a fixed mindset are those who are more likely to give up easily, whereas students with a growth 

mindset are those who are persistent and keep going even when work is hard. 

 • When students realize that mistakes are helpful for their brains, it changes their mindsets. They become more 

willing to struggle, try harder mathematics, and keep going. Understanding the power of mistakes is critical, as 

children and adults everywhere often feel bad when they make a mistake in math.  

 • Psychologist Jason Moser studied the neural mechanisms that operate in people’s brains when they make 

mistakes (Moser et al., 2011). Moser and his group discovered that when we make a mistake, synapses fire. A 

synapse is an electrical signal that moves between parts of the brain when learning occurs. Having a growth 

mindset can cause greater brain growth when mistakes occur. 

If you visit the Youcubed website, click on “Tasks & More” to find Parent Resources. 
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Critical Thinking: How are Musical and Visual 
Arts Similar?

 It’s an interesting question. Why do we call them both “arts” and how can we take the elements from 

one and apply it to the other? Certain terminology can be applied to both the visual and musical arts; color, 

shape, texture, depth, mood to name a few. One can evaluate them separately. In music classes, students 

listen and decide the shape of a work following repetitions of lyrics or phrases. They listen and evaluate a 

work’s form deciding how a larger work is divided into parts and how parts are then repeated to show 

cohesiveness within the overall structure.  The mood of a composition can compare to a visual artist’s piece 

through their choice of color and brushstroke. Through the use of major or minor keys, instrument choices, 

pitch and dynamics a composer attempts to evoke a feeling or mood as well. A cohesive arts education gives 

students a chance to work within both mediums in order to draw conclusions about how the arts relate not only 

to each other but also the world at large. 

 During the month of December, students across the grade levels became acquainted with the Russian 

composer Rimsky-Korsakov’s piece “Flight of the Bumblebee”. Students were asked to respond in various 

ways, through short story writing, coloring and artwork to the musical selection and draw conclusions as to the 

choices the composer made in order to convey the idea of a bumblebee’s sound, speed and mood. The 

students concluded that the tempo of the work, instrument selection and way in which the lines moved 

contributed to the success of the piece. The second composer study of the month is of P.I. Tchaikovsky and his 

“Nutcracker Suite”.  The fifth and sixth grade students upon being shown many examples of mosaics were 

asked to compare those mosaics to that of a suite. They concluded that they are similar in that they both utilize 

small pieces to create a larger work. In the unit’s  final project, students in teams of three will use small pieces 

of colored construction paper (tiles) to create the scene of one of the character dances in the Land of Sweets. 

By using the tiles, the students will make a mosaic which reflects the mood (color) shapes, dynamics, tempo 

and texture  to reflect those present in the musical selection. 

 Cross-curricular instruction offers a perfect setting for students to draw conclusions through 

investigation, contrasts, comparisons and creating. Each mosaic will show individual interpretations of the 

assigned musical selection from “The Nutcracker Suite”  which the groups discuss, debate and compromise on 

 in order to have one unified piece. The works will be on display outside of the music room soon. Be sure to 

stop by for a look. 

-Ms. Caffrey
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Media Minute by Mrs. Macaione 

                                      

Students in grades three through six took part in the hour of code.  Each class spent an hour in the computer 
lab learning how to code.  The children used critical thinking skills to figure out what sequence and commands 
were needed to successfully complete each task.  It was wonderful to see the students engaged and to watch 
their thought process unfold.  

 

Students in kindergarten through second grade learned that coding is a set of directions/commands. They used 
a coding hopscotch game to give directions to their classmates. In pairs, kindergarteners and first graders used 
iPads to give directions through a maze. Second graders used the computer lab. It was amazing to see the 
children working together to accomplish their goal. 

 

In January, primary students will take a look at past Caldecott book winners.  We will look and discuss the 
different styles of art the illustrators used. Students will have an opportunity to vote for their favorite winner.  At 
the end of the month, the new Caldecott winner will be revealed. 

Intermediate students will continue to discuss digital citizenship. They will identify the features of a reliable site 
and the difference between personal and private information. Book talks will be given on the new books the 
library has acquired. 

New Year, New Books! 
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FROM THE  DRES PTO
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! - The DRES PTO is in need of you! The PTO is  Looking for  volunteers 
and/or ideas of activities that families would like to attend! Please come to the January 
PTO Meeting or Send ideas to the PTO via drespto@gmail.com if you are able to help out!
Remember that you can also help our PTO throughout the year in a variety of ways!

1. AmazonSmile - Please remember when you shop using AmazonSmile, 0.5% will be donated to DRES PTO. The DRES PTO 
is signed up to receive donations from the AmazonSmile Foundation, which is a private 501(c)(3) foundation created by Amazon. 
To set this up for your Amazon account, please follow these steps:

1. Go to smile.amazon.com<http://smile.amazon.com/>

2. Log into your Amazon account

3. Choose Deep River Elementary School Pto Inc as your charity.

Then, when you want to shop on Amazon, go to smile.amazon.com<http://smile.amazon.com/>, log into your Amazon account, 
shop & buy items and 0.5% of the price of your AmazonSmile purchases is donated to DRES PTO.

2. Box Tops & Labels - Please send in your Box Tops, Labels for Education and IGA Brand Labels to DRES. The PTO can earn 
thousands of dollars a year from them. Labels for Education will be ending its program in July 2017. So, if you have any to send in, 
please do so soon so we can submit them before summer.

3. Adams IGA Community Rewards Program - THE DEEP RIVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - PTO NEEDS YOUR 
HELP!For many years, Deep River Elementary School PTO has greatly benefited from the Escrip program.  Unfortunately, 
Adams IGA has discontinued their partnership with Escrip and has decided to start their own reward program due to increasing 
fees. In order for the DRES PTO to benefit from this program, we need your help!  It will only take a few minutes of your time, 
and our kids will benefit for many years to come.

  *   Please go to http://www.adamssuperfood.com

  *   Click where it says “Register your Card”

  *   Either log in to your account or set-up an account

  *   Where it says Community Rewards, please choose DEEP RIVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL-PTO
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DRES PTO Meeting Minutes

December 4, 2017

Attendees: Mr. Strickland, Katie Bauer, Amy Petrone, Angela Tressel, 
Miriam Morrissey, Sue Rowland, Jeni Gray-Roberts, Cari Kruzel-Boxwell, 
Angela Hruska and Bob Ferretti.

The meeting opened at 7:04 p.m. The following topics were discussed:

Secretary Report
A motion was made to accept the minutes from the meeting on November 
17, 2017. The motion was seconded and it passed unanimously.

Principal’s Report- Mr. Strickland
Mr. Strickland stated that Bingo was filled to the capacity. He extended a 
congratulations on a job well done to Cari Kruzel-Boxwell and her team for 
making Bingo Night a great success.
Splash Program-Valley Shore YMCA to take place during vacation week 
December 26th-29th.
Winter Wonderland Friday, December 8th.
Report Cards- will be sent home on Monday, December 11th.
December 15th-Science Fair Packet to come home
December 19th-Winter Band Concert
STEM Day- Wednesday, December 20th with Magic of Science Program in 
the afternoon. Kindergarten will have two workshops and Grades 1-6 will 
have three workshops. PTO will provide lunch and light refreshments.
Skate for Life program to take place Thursday, January 18th.
Break Out Edu Kits- well accepted among staff and used throughout grades 
and content areas

Park and Rec Commission Report
Holiday Stroll-December 10th. There will be a band and food trucks.
Basketball and Theater programs underway
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Plans are being put in place for summer camp

Treasurer Report
Savings- $11,955.90
Checking- $14,640.78

Board of Education
Strategic planning for the last three years: critical thinking and strategic 
problem solving.
Budget process to begin in January

Committee Reports
Baking committee: Next event Someone Special Dance
Bingo- Great success and made $782 more than last year
Suggestions for next year: lessen price of pizza slice, offer more cheese 
than pepperoni and raise the prices for snacks.
Books for Birthdays- 76 children
School Beautification- Ann Courcy interested in installing bat houses 
around the school
Someone Special Dance- deposit down for DJ in February
Winter Wonderland- December 8th

Old Business
Expressing Gratitude to businesses and people on behalf of the PTO
Press Releases or editorials sent to local papers
Formal thank-you on PTO letterhead or certificate 
PTO members to be present at the Deep River Merchant Meeting to thank 
businesses
Hand-made posters signed by students to smaller shops with display space
Offer a gratitude event with food/drinks

The next PTO meeting will be held on January 8th at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

DRES Newsletter January 2018 �8



Newsletter for Deep River Elementary School - Regional School District 4 January  1, 2018

DRES PTO Meeting  

Date: January 8, 2018 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Location: DRES Media Center 

Agenda 
Welcome & Introductions – Amy Petrone 

1. Secretary Report – Katie Bauer 
* Review and Acceptance of Meeting Minutes from December 4, 2017 

2. Principal’s Report – DRES Principal Strickland 
3. Parks & Recreation Commission Report 

4. DRES Board of Education Report 
* Info from last DRES Board of Education meeting(s) in December 

5. Vice President Report – Angela Tressel 

6. Treasurer Report – Miriam Morrissey 

7. Corresponding Secretary Report – Danielle Etes 

8. PTO Committee Reports (Baking, Bingo, Birthday Bulletin Board, Book Fair, Books for Birthdays, Box Tops, 
Day of the Arts, Field Day, Recycling, School Beautification, Sixth Grade Promotion Night, Someone 
Special Dance, Teacher Appreciation, STEM Day (Recap), Used Goods Drive, Veteran’s Day, Winter 
Wonderland (Recap), Yearbook) 

Old Business (Past Events and Activities) 

1. Input on expressing gratitude to businesses and people who have donated items to PTO in the past (Jeni 
Gray-Roberts, Amy Petrone, & Cari Kruzel-Boxwell will meet between January 8th and February 5th) 

2. Any other business 

New Business 
1. Upcoming Meetings/Activities in January/February: 

1/3 - Supervision District Budget Workshop 2 – 6:00-8:00 p.m. – Region 4 Central Office (near JWMS) 
1/9 - Supervision District Budget Workshop 3 – 6:00-8:00 p.m. – Region 4 Central Office (near JWMS) 
1/9 – Region 4 PTO Meeting – 9:00 a.m. – Region 4 Administrative Offices – Request for input from DRES 
parents about Region 4 activities that could be shared with Superintendent, CES & EES PTOs, and JWMS 
& VRHS Parent Councils 
1/24 – Region 4 Budget Workshop 1 – 6:00-8:00 p.m. – Region 4 Central Office (near JWMS) 
1/31 – DRES BOE Budget Workshop 1 - 6:00-8:00 p.m. – Region 4 Central Office (near JWMS) 
2/7 – Region 4 Budget Workshop 2 – 6:00-8:00 p.m. – Region 4 Central Office (near JWMS) 
2/9 – Someone Special Dance – 6:00-8:00 p.m. – DRES Gym 
2/20 – DRES BOE Budget Workshop 2 - 6:00-8:00 p.m. – Region 4 Central Office (near JWMS) 

2. Any other new business 

3. RAFFLE – FREE TO ENTER ~ MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN (Prizes include jewelry made by Deep River 
resident Christine Barclay and a Family Four Pack to Stepping Stones Museum for Children in 
Norwalk) 

Adjournment - Next DRES PTO Meeting Date: Monday, February 5, 2018 – 7:00 p.m. – DRES Media Center 
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The Chester, Deep River, Essex, Region #4, and Supervision District Boards of Education are equal 
opportunity/affirmative action employers.  The Chester, Deep River, Essex, Region #4, and 

Supervision District Boards of Education do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, 
marital status, national/ethnic origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, or disability in their programs, 

activities, and employment practices.  Questions or complaints related to Title IX should be directed 
to Kristina Martineau, Assistant Superintendent, 1 Winthrop Road, Deep River, CT 06417 or by 

phone at 860-526-2417; questions or complaints related to disabilities, should be directed to Sarah 
Smalley, Director of Pupil Services, 1 Winthrop Road, Deep River, CT 06417 or by phone at 

860-526-2417.
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